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Subject Guide 

Governance 

Governance refers to the complex mechanisms, processes, 
relationships and institutions through which authorities, citizens 
and groups articulate their interests, exercise their rights and 
obligations, and mediate their differences. 

About this guide 

Welcome. This guide points to selected print and electronic 
resources related to governance, policy and law.  

The IIHS Library Catalogue 

Search in. Built on the open-source Koha platform, the IIHS 
Library Catalogue is freely accessible to the public online. You 
will find books, working papers, data, films, maps and more on 
this easily searchable catalogue. 

You can suggest a purchase for the library. 

Top three search strategies 

This infographic shows you how “quotation marks" and wild 
card (?) and truncation (*) symbols can make a big difference in 
the results you retrieve. 

Wildcard: Use a question mark (?), hashtag (#) or a pound (£) 
symbol to replace each unknown character and variant spelling. 

Wom?n will search for information containing the words 
‘woman’ or ‘women’; hum#r will search for information 
containing the words ‘humor’ or ‘humour’. Plurals and 
possessives of the searched term are not listed in the results. 
E.g., for colo#r, the terms "colors" and "colours" will not appear
in the search results.

Truncation: The asterisk (*), question mark (?) and dollar sign 
($) symbols are used in databases in which a symbol is placed 
after a word or a truncated word. Placing the truncation symbol 
too soon in a word should be avoided. 

If the truncation symbol is *, then the truncated word, laugh*, 
will search for results containing laugh, laughter, laughing etc. 

https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-suggestions.pl?suggested_by_anyone=1
https://library.iihs.co.in/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/OST_Infographic.pdf


For example: hum* will search for results containing humour, 
but it will also retrieve unrelated terms like human, humbug, 
humerus, hummus, etc. 

Stop words 

Stop words are frequently occurring, insignificant words that 
appear in a database record, article or web page. 

Common stop words include a, an, the, in, of, on, are, be, if, into, 
and which. 

Some databases use quotes around stop words. Example: Title 
keyword= out "of" India retrieves title: Out of India 

Search tips for Google Scholar 

Searching on Google Scholar is similar to using Google search, 
with many of the same search options available. 

Google Scholar automatically places AND between words: 

Urban stress health 

Place quotation marks around phrases or titles to find verbatim 
results: 

"public policy" 

"On the Origin of Species" 

Search for alternate terms using OR, with the terms enclosed in 
parentheses: 

("first grade" OR "second grade") 

(theory OR model) 

You can also use the advanced Google Scholar search to create 
your search string. Creating a complex Google Scholar search 
can be difficult. 

A good Google Scholar strategy is to try multiple searches, 
adjusting your keywords with each search. 

Background Sources  

Global Campaign on Urban Governance aims to increase the 
capacity of local governments and other stakeholders to 
practice, raise awareness of and advocate for good urban 
governance around the world. 

Annual Review of Political Science covers the authoritative, 
significant literature on “political theory and philosophy, 
international relations, political economy, political behaviour, 
American and comparative politics, public administration and 
policy, and methodology” in the last year. 

Urban Governance Index 2020 is primarily a mapping exercise 
that stretches across states in India on indicative themes of 
democratic empowerment and accountability pertaining to 
urban governance.  
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https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/download-manager-files/Global%20Campaign%20on%20Urban%20Governance.pdf
https://www.annualreviews.org/journal/polisci
http://www.indiaenvironmentportal.org.in/files/file/UGI2020.pdf


Public Affairs Index 2020 is a conscious effort to present a 
scientifically sound, methodologically rigorous, and practically 
useful data-based framework to measure the quality of 
governance in the states of India and rank them. 

Overview Of Public Policy: The Public and Its Policies is an 
article that “examines a story of the limits of high ambition in 
policy studies and policy making”. 

Sarai Reader 05: Bare Acts  “looks at ‘Acts’ – at instruments of 
legislation, at things within and outside the law, and at ‘acts’ – as 
different ways of ‘doing’ things in society and culture”. 
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 

Encyclopedia of Governance provides a one-stop point of 
reference for the diverse and complex topics of governance. 

Global Encyclopedia of Public Administration, Public Policy, 
and Governance covers public administration, governance 
reforms, administrative ethics, leadership, and globalisation and 
global studies. 

The UN Public Administration Glossary lists key terms on 
public administration. 

Land Use and Planning Glossary  is a handy reference for land 
use and planning. 

Governance Glossary is a list of key indicators for governance. 

Blogs/ News 

● Centre for Good Governance News
● POLITICO
● iPleaders Blog
● The Print
● BSR Blog

Faculty Books 

Future challenges of cities in Asia / 
edited by Gregory Bracken, Paul Rabé, 
R. Parthasarathy, Neha Sami & Bing
Zhang 

Call Number: 307.760951 FUT 015870 
ISBN: 9789463728812 
Publication Date: 11-2019 

The land question in neoliberal India: 
Socio-legal and judicial 
interpretations / edited By Varsha 
Bhagat-Ganguly 

Call Number: 333.3154 BHA 016157 
ISBN: 9781138583733 
Publication Date: 7-2020 
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https://www.indiaspend.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PAI-2020-summary-report.pdf
https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199604456.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199604456-e-043?print=pdf
https://sarai.net/sarai-reader-05-bare-acts/
https://sk.sagepub.com/reference/governance
https://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5
https://link.springer.com/referencework/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5
http://www.unpog.org/page/sub5_3.asp
https://www.ca-ilg.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/2010_-_landuseglossary.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e2RQr5w7KkM6y2YnZnFYZrALZRqBnINe/edit#gid=1864518618
https://www.cgg.gov.in/ccg-news/page/10/
https://www.politico.eu/
https://blog.ipleaders.in/blog/
https://theprint.in/category/india/governance/
https://www.bsr.org/en/topics/blog/Ethics-and-Governance
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=16921
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=16920
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=16920
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=16920
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Varsha%20Bhagat-Ganguly
https://www.routledge.com/search?author=Varsha%20Bhagat-Ganguly


Land records modernisation in India: 
An institutional, legal & policy review 
/ Amlanjyoti Goswami, Deepika Jha, Kaye 
Lushington, Sahil Sasidharan, & 
Sudeshna Mitra 

ISBN: 9789387315198 
Publication Date: 2017 

India’s contemporary urban 
conundrum / 
edited by Sujata Patel & Omita Goyal 

Call Number: 307.760954 IND 014303 
ISBN: 9780367343385 
Publication Date: 12-2018 

Professional service firms and politics 
in a global era: Public policy, private 
expertise / edited by Chris Hurl & Anne 
Vogelpohl 

Call Number: 320.6 PRO 
ISBN: 9783030721275 
Publication Date: 09-2021 

In addition, visit Knowledge Gateway to access more books 
and other resources. 

Books 

To explore more books we have in the library, visit the Library 
catalogue here. 
Books on governance and public policy, and related subjects can 
be found in the library in the following shelf sequences: 

307.76 Urban Studies & Policy 

320 Political Science 

320.8 Local Government 

320.85 Urban Government 

320.954 Indian Politics 

327 International Relations 

346.045 Land Use and Law 

350 Public Administration 

352.4214 Local/Municipal Finance 
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https://iihs.co.in/knowledge-gateway/land-records-modernisation-in-india-an-institutional-legal-policy-review/
https://iihs.co.in/knowledge-gateway/land-records-modernisation-in-india-an-institutional-legal-policy-review/
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=14824&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20014303
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=14824&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20014303
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17744
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17744
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17744
https://iihs.co.in/knowledge-gateway/?s=Governance
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/


Urban environmental governance in 
India: Browsing Bengaluru / K.V. Raju, 
A. Ravindra, S. Manasi, K.C. Smitha, &
Ravindra Srinivas

Call Number: 363.705610954 URB 
013303 
ISBN: 9783319734675 
Publication Date: 04-2018 

New forms of urban governance in 
India: Shifts, models, networks and 
contestations / edited by I.S.A. Baud & 
J. de Wit.

Call Number: 320.850954 NEW 012645 
ISBN: 9788178299051 
Publication Date: 01-2009 

Decentralisation and local 
governance: Essays for eorge 
Mathew / L.C. Jain 

Call Number: 320.80954 DEC 000265 
ISBN: 9788125027072 
Publication Date: 01-2004 

City power: Urban governance in a 
global age / Richard Schragger 

Call Number: 307.76 SCH.R 009871 
ISBN: 9780190246662 
Publication Date: 10-2018 

Climate governance at the 
crossroads: Experimenting with a 
global response after Kyoto / 
Matthew J. Hoffmann 

Call Number: 363.73874526 HOF 
001976 
ISBN: 9780195390087 
Publication Date: 06-2011 

Governance in South Asia: State of 
the civil services / edited by K. S. 
Chalam 

Call Number: 352.630954 GOV 006720 
ISBN: 9788132113652 
Publication Date: 05-2014 
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https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=13925
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=13925
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=542
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=542
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=542
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=265
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=265
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=265
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=9644
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=9644
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=2051
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=2051
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=2051
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5346
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5346


Foundations for local governance: 
Decentralization in comparative 
perspective / Fumihiko Saito 

Call Number: 352.283 FOU 004894 
ISBN: 9783790820058 
Publication Date: 01-2008 

Cities and public policy: An urban 
agenda for India /  P. K. Mohanty 

Call Number:  307.12160954 MOH 
004383 
ISBN: 9788132117933 
Publication Date: 03-2014 

The politics of urban governance / 
Jon Pierre 

Call Number: 320.85 PIE 014691 
ISBN: 9780333732687 
Publication Date: 02-2011 

Urban governance and local 
democracy in South India / Anil 
Kumar Vaddiraju 

Call Number: 320.8509548 VAD 
017204 
ISBN: 9781032045795 
Publication Date: 12-2020 

Fragile urban governance: Evolution, 
decline, and empowerment of local 
self-government in India / Gangadhar 
Jha 

Call Number: 320.80954 JHA 017203 
ISBN: 9788193560938 
Publication Date: 01-2008 
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https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5167
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5167
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5167
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https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=4382
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=15214
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17708
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17708
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17709
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17709
https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17709


Urban governance in the realm of 
complexity / edited by Meine Pieter 
Van Dijk, Jurian Edelenbos, & Kees Van 
Rooijen 

Call Number: 320.85091724 DIJ 
017122 
ISBN: 9781853399695 
Publication Date: 01-2017 

Cities and global governance:  New 
sites for international relations / 
edited by Mark Amen, Noah J. Toly, 
Patricial L. McCarney, & Klaus segbers 

Call Number: 327.101 CIT 017272 
ISBN: 9781138268364 
Publication Date: 11-2016 

The quest for good urban 
governance: Theoretical reflections 
and international practices / Leon 
van den Dool, Frank Hendriks, Alberto 
Gianoli, & Linze Schaap 

Call Number: 320.85 VAN 01781 
ISBN: 9783658100780 
Publication Date: 06-2015 

The new localis: How cities can 
thrive in the age of populism / Bruce 
Katz & Jeremy Nowak 

Call Number: 307.12 KAT 017285 
ISBN: 9780815731641 
Publication Date: 11-2017 

Cities, politics, and policy: A 
comparative analysis / / edited by 
John P. Pelissero 

Call Number: 320.850973 CIT 
ISBN: 9781568026862 
Publication Date: 10-2002 

Open Access Books 

● State and local government and politics: Prospects for
sustainability

● Water governance, stakeholder engagement, and
sustainable water resources management

● Governing the pandemic: The politics of navigating a
mega-crisis
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https://catalogue.iihs.co.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=17798
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https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/state-and-local-government-and-politics-prospects-for-sustainability-2st-edition-simon
https://www.mdpi.com/books/pdfview/book/327
https://www.mdpi.com/books/pdfview/book/327
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-72680-5
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-72680-5
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-72680-5


● Civil society and international governance
● Flood risk governance for more resilience
● Politics, policy and public administration in theory and

practice
● The challenges of water management and governance in

cities

Review Publications 

● London Review of Books

o 1979-

● The New York Review of Books
o 1963-

● Publishers Weekly
o 1872-

● The New Rambler

Journals 

● Journal of Power, Politics & Governance

● Land Use Policy

● The International Journal of Transitional Justice

● Land Degradation & Development

● Indian Politics & Law Review

● Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning

● Journal of Management and Governance

● American Journal of International Law

● Landscape and Urban Planning

● Journal of Land and Rural Studies

● Law, Environment and Development Journal

● Environmental Policy and Law

● Regional Environmental Change

● International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

● Antipode

● Indian Public Policy Review

Google Scholar is one of the most popular ways to find 
academic sources for study and research. 

Additionally, visit the IIHS Library Journals webpage to access 
the journals to which the Library has subscribed. 

Also, visit the open access governance journals, listed at the 
Directory of Open Access Journals. 

Open Access Journals 

Research in Globalization 

Publisher: Elsevier 
Country: United Kingdom 
Language: English  
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https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/39497
https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/69189
https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/71299
https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/71299
https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/42951
https://directory.doabooks.org/handle/20.500.12854/42951
https://www.lrb.co.uk/
https://www.nybooks.com/ideas/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/
https://newramblerreview.com/
http://jppgnet.com/
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/land-use-policy/
https://academic.oup.com/ijtj
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/1099145x
https://iplr.thelawbrigade.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjoe20/current
https://www.springer.com/journal/10997/
https://www.asil.org/resources/american-journal-international-law
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/landscape-and-urban-planning
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/lrs
https://lead-journal.org/
https://environmentalpolicyandlaw.com/
https://www.springer.com/journal/10113/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14682427
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14678330
https://ippr.in/index.php/ippr/about
https://scholar.google.co.in/
https://library.iihs.co.in/journals
https://library.iihs.co.in/journals
https://doaj.org/search/journals?ref=homepage-box&source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22governance%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D
https://doaj.org/search/journals?ref=homepage-box&source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22governance%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%7D
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/research-in-globalization


Keywords: urban management, governance, economic 
development, smart cities 
Start year: 2019 

Frontiers in Sustainable Cities 

Publisher: Frontiers Media S.A. 
Country: Switzerland 
Language: English  
Keywords: governance and cities, urban greening, urban 
resource management, climate change and cities 
Start year: 2019 

Commonwealth Journal of Local Governance 
Publisher: UTS ePRESS 
Country: Australia 
Language: English  
Keywords: local government, political institutions, public 
administration, political science 
Start year: 2008 

Culture and Local Governance 
Publisher: University of Ottawa  
Country: Canada 
Language: English, French 
Keywords: cultural policies and management, culture and 
urban space, ethnic groups and local governance 
Start year: 2008 

Journal of Local Government Research and Innovation 

Publisher: AOSIS 
Country: South Africa 
Language: English 
Keywords: local governance, innovation, political science 

Working Papers 
Working Papers are pre-publication versions of academic 
articles, book chapters, or reviews. The following is a select list 
of working papers on governance, public policy and law. 

● OECD Working Papers
● COC Working Papers
● CPR Working Papers
● CGEG Working Papers
● East-West Center Working Papers
● NBER Working Papers
● World Bank Working Papers
● SFB Governance Working Papers
● ORF Working Papers
● NITI Aayog Working Papers

Databases 

Manupatra is a comprehensive online legal and business policy 
database. It contains judgments of the Supreme Court of India, 
High Courts of Indian States, Tribunals, Commissions and 
Commission and Committee Reports, Gazette Notifications, 
Circulars, Bare Acts, Rules and Regulation, Ordinance and 
Pending Cases and Legal material on subject-based research. 
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https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/sustainable-cities
https://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/cjlg
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https://www.orfonline.org/tags/urban-governance/
https://www.niti.gov.in/working-papers-policy-papers-and-research-papers
https://www.manupatra.com/


Advocate Khoj  is a free legal information web portal which 
provides for individuals to find lawyers for their legal needs and 
for lawyers to get leads matching their legal specialty. It includes 
over 6,000 legal forms including legal tips, areas of law, legal 
forms, agreements, Supreme Court judgments, bare acts, rules 
and a glossary. 

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is an online 
directory that indexes and provides access to high quality, open 
access, peer-reviewed journals. 
OECD Governance provides comparative international data and 
analysis to support public sector innovation and reform; help 
governments design and implement strategic, evidence-based 
and innovative policies to strengthen public governance; 
respond effectively to diverse and disruptive economic, social 
and environmental challenges; and deliver on government’s 
commitments to citizens. 

UrbanLex is a free global database which aims to improve 
access to the legislation that regulates the urban environment. 
The database features seven critical areas of urban law that are 
essential to the sustainability and development of the legal 
framework in urban areas. 

NDLTD is the platform for international ETD (Electronic Theses 
and Dissertations). 

Scopus is another large, multidisciplinary database. It looks 
through journals, books, and conference papers for highly cited 
publications, authors and metrics. 

Repository/Data sets 

● UN Digital Library
● Harvard's Dataverse
● ICPSR Bibliography of Data-related Literature
● Our World in Data
● International Social Survey Programme
● European Data Portal
● re3Data.org Registry of Research Data Repositories
● Pew Research Center
● SEDAC: NASA Socioeconomic Data & Applications Center
● OpenDOAR
● World Bank Open Knowledge Repository (OKR)
● Directory of Open Access Books
● IGI Global Open Access Collection
● IMF eLibrary

Reports 

● Global Development Research Center Documents & Reports
● Re FORM: Lessons for Urban Governance futures from the

Pandemic
● Urban Governance Index Conceptual Report
● Dr Kasturirangan Committee Report on Bangalore Urban

Governance 
● Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India
● Praja’s Urban Governance Index
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https://www.advocatekhoj.com/library/index.php
https://doaj.org/
https://www.oecd.org/governance/
https://urbanlex.unhabitat.org/
http://search.ndltd.org/
https://www.scopus.com/
https://digitallibrary.un.org/?ln=en
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/citations/
https://ourworldindata.org/
http://www.issp.org/menu-top/home/
https://data.europa.eu/en
https://www.re3data.org/search?query=&subjects%5B%5D=1%20Humanities%20and%20Social%20Sciences
https://www.pewresearch.org/download-datasets/
https://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/data/sets/browse
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/discover?scope=10986%2F4&query=governance&submit=
https://directory.doabooks.org/
https://www.igi-global.com/e-resources/e-collections/open-access-collection/
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/search?page=3&pageSize=10&q1=global+governance+&sort=relevance
http://gdrc.org/u-gov/ugov-documents.html
https://cprindia.org/briefsreports/re-form-lessons-for-urban-governance-futures-from-the-pandemic/
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About SOG 

The School of Governance engages with questions of how, 
where, when and why settlements are governed. The School has 
systemic orientation, interdisciplinary reach, and spatial focus, 
which are unique to this country, and will lead nationally on new 
and cutting-edge work on urban governance. Drawing on and 
bringing together disciplines such as law, political science and 
policy, research, teaching, and practice, the School speaks to 
issues around urban governance that are central to both 
international as well as domestic urban policy. Read more.  
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https://iihs.co.in/schools/school-of-governance/#:%7E:text=Within%20proposed%20degrees%20at%20the,Systems%20and%20Infrastructure%2C%20among%20others.
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