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Subject Guide 

Land Governance 

According to FAO (2026), “Land governance concerns the 

rules, processes and structures through which decisions are 

made about access to land and its use, the manner in which 

those decisions are implemented and enforced, and the way in 

which competing interests in land are managed.” It includes 

statutory provisions, in the form of policy and legislation, as well 

as customary traditions that govern the transaction, transfer, 

and transformation of land. 

Catalogues and Search Engines 

1. IIHS Library Catalogue: Books, maps and films are

searchable here. 

2. WorldCat: A source for searching reading resources of

more than 10,000 libraries worldwide.

3. Shodhganga: A nation-wide repository of electronic theses

and dissertations.

4. National Digital Library of India: A virtual repository that

provides a host of services for the learner community

5. JSTOR: A database providing access to 12 million journal

articles, books, images, and primary sources in 75

disciplines and 7,000+ open-access eBooks from 90

publishers.

Background Sources 

Colonial Land Revenue System in India: A two-volume set of 

books on the colonial revenue system in India, originally 

published in 1892. It provides a comprehensive analysis of land 

tenures and revenue administration across the various 

provinces of colonial India. 

Department of Land Resources, GOI: The Department of Land 

Resources works under the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Government of India, to develop an integrated land information 

management system, and supports programmes on land 

records modernisation in various states of India. 

Land Administration Domain Model (LADM) serves as a 

universal, conceptual framework for land administration 

and information. It defines a shared vocabulary and structure 

for the relationships between people and land, encompassing 

both formal ownership and informal or customary tenure.  

Land Governance Assessment Framework (LGAF), World 

Bank: The LGAF is a diagnostic tool developed by the World 

Bank in collaboration with various partners (including FAO and 

UN-Habitat). Its purpose is to provide a comprehensive, 

evidence-based, and participatory assessment of the quality of 

land governance at the country or sub-national level. 

International Land Coalition: ILC is a global alliance dedicated 

to achieving people-centred land governance. It is the largest 
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and most diverse coalition in the world working on land rights, 

with 300 members across 81 countries. 

 

UN-Habitat: The United Nations organisation UN-Habitat works 

for a better urban future. Its goal is to advance the growth of 

human settlements in a way that is ecologically and socially 

responsible and to ensure that everyone has access to 

appropriate housing.  

 

Global Land Tool Network (GLTN): GLTN is an alliance, led by 

UN-Habitat, of international civil society organisations, research 

and training institutions, bilateral and multilateral organisations, 

to promote access to land and tenure security for the people 

living in margins.  

 

MoHUA: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, 

Government of India, is charged with developing policy ideas, 

sponsoring and supporting programs, as well as monitoring the 

programs pertaining to all housing and urban affairs-related 

issues in the nation. 

Glossary and Encyclopedias 

LandVoc: Hosted by FAO is a linked land governance 

thesaurus. It consists of 310 concepts arranged in a hierarchical 

manner in varied languages, including English, French, 

Spanish, Portuguese, Khmer, Vietnamese, Burmese, Thai, 

Swahili and Arabic. It also contains a hierarchy of concepts and 

different aspects of land governance. 

 

Skosmos: It is a list of relevant vocabularies regarding land 

governance, hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO). 

 

GoRT: The Glossary of Revenue Terms (GoRT) is an initiative 

by Department of Land Resources (DoLR), Govt of India, aimed 

at standardising land and revenue terminology used across 

different states of India. It compiles key terms related to land 

administration, land records, and revenue systems. 

 

LGAF definitions by World Bank: Land Governance 

Assessment Framework by World Bank includes definitions that 

are useful in the local context, as well as for global comparison.  

Databases 

Digital India Land Record Modernisation Programme MIS 4.0 

(DILRMP-MIS 4.0): DILRMP-MIS by the Department of Land 

Resources, GOI, provides the status of modernisation of land 

records, automatic mutation process, and integration between 

textual and spatial records. 

 

State-level databases: Various states in India provide digital 

land records in both textual and spatial formats. These include 

Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and 

Tripura, among others.  

 

SVAMITVA dashboard: SVAMITVA is a scheme by the 

Government of India to provide property cards for inhabited 

areas of villages in various states of India. The dashboard 

mailto:nabeel.ahmad@iihs.ac.in
https://unhabitat.org/
https://gltn.net/
https://mohua.gov.in/
https://landportal.org/landvoc
https://landportal.org/landvoc
https://explore.landvoc.org/landvoc/en/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SU34INepSb7V9g0HOelyeKG4covbKzGw/view
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/a91b90185037e5f11e9f99a989ac11dd-0050062013/original/LGAF-Manual-Oct-2013.pdf#page=28
https://dilrmp.gov.in/
https://anyror.gujarat.gov.in/LandRecordRural.aspx
https://jamabandi.nic.in/defaultpages/default
https://landrecords.karnataka.gov.in/Service2/
https://bhumiabhilekh.maharashtra.gov.in/
https://eservices.tn.gov.in/eservicesnew/home.html
https://jami.tripura.gov.in/Citizen_Service/citiz_ror.aspx
https://svamitva.nic.in/svamitva_hindi/gis-dashboard.html


 

 
Subject: land governance, real estate, land rights, land record, digital property governance  
Tags: land, governance, urban expansion, peri-urban transformation 
Compiled by IIHS Centre for Land Governance  
Subject Librarian: Nabeel Ahmad | nabeel.ahmad@iihs.ac.in  

 
Except where otherwise noted, this work is subject to a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license                                                              Last updated: 09-07-2026                                                                  

provides state-wise status of preparation and distribution of 

these property cards. 

 

World Bank Open Data: Offers a vast collection of global 

development data, including indicators related to land use, 

agricultural land, property rights, and urbanisation. The topic 

‘urban, resilience and land’ provides land and geospatial data 

at the global level. 

 

Land Portal: Land Portal curates and provides land data, 

publications, news, blogs, and multimedia content across 

multiple countries.  

 

Land Conflict Watch: Land Conflict Watch (LCW) is a database 

tracking ongoing land and natural resource conflicts across 

India. 

Journals 

Land Use Policy An interdisciplinary peer-
reviewed journal published 
monthly by Elsevier; it 
operates on a hybrid 
subscription model. 
Impact Factor: 5.9 (2024) 

Journal of Land Use Science An open-access journal on 
land-system dynamics, 
published by T&F online. 
Impact factor: 3.3 (2024) 

Land A monthly online open-
access journal on open 
access journal on land 
system science and allied 
subjects, published by MDPI. 
Impact factor: 3.2 (2024) 

International Journal of Urban 

and Regional Research 

A peer-reviewed journal that 

covers urban studies, 

development, and sociology, 

published by Wiley-Blackwell. 

Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024) 

Environment and Planning D: 

Society and Space 

An interdisciplinary peer-
reviewed journal operates on 
a hybrid subscription model, 
published by SAGE. 
Impact Factor: 2.5 (2024) 

Territory, Politics, 

Governance 

An interdisciplinary journal 
covering territorial politics 
and space governance, 
published by T&F online. 
Impact Factor: 2.3 (2024) 

Journal of Property, Planning 

and Environmental Law  

A peer-reviewed, 
international journal 
published by Emerald, a 
hybrid journal offering an 
open access option. 
Impact Factor: 0.3 (2024) 
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